
Imagining the Lost London – Glimpses of the Forgotten Past 
Most tours tell you about what you can see. This one will tell you about what was here but 
which is long gone, so you can imagine it 

Meet at Cannon Street Station where the Hanse Steelyard once stood (1.), then Mansion 
House (2.), Old Jewry (3.), St Olave’s Ironmonger Hall (4.), then Coleman Street (5.). Finish at 
Chartered Accountant’s Hall (1 Moorgate Place). 

Nothing new under the sun – trouble with how we trade with Europe, trouble with 
minorities, smart financing going horribly wrong, tense stand-offs between the government 
& parliament 

(1.) The Steelyard  

On this site, after 1303, a walled enclosure housing the Hanse, merchants from the North 
German towns who traded from Greenland in the west to Novgorod in the East. They called 
it the ‘Stalhof’, which became the Steelyard. 

‘A city within a city’ imagine the warehouses and wharves down on the river, the chapel, 
residential quarters, counting houses, guild hall so naturally wine cellars & kitchen 

Exempt from taxes & customs dues, though they did pay to maintain Bishopsgate. 

Caught up in the Wars of the Roses, sacked in 1469 & rebuilt in 1474 (there had been three 
kings in this short interval!).  

In 1532, Hans Holbein the Younger painted at least two of the merchants (George Giese of 
Danzig & Derick Berck of Cologne). Dangerous times – his arrival in London coincided with 
the departure of Sir Thomas More; the religious radicals around Anne Boleyn & Thomas 
Cromwell displacing the humanist reformers. 

He also painted two monumental allegories – the Triumph of Wealth & The Triumph of 
Poverty. These are now lost   

Eventually suppressed by Queen Elizabeth in 1598 though it remained German-owned 
warehousing until the site was bought by the South Eastern Railway in 1852 & the station 
built in 1866. 

(2.) The ‘racket & shameless blackmail‘ which paid for Mansion House (1754-67) 

Every year we elect a sheriff. Many quality candidates come forward each year. But what if 
they did not? In the good old days, there was a fine of £400 payable ‘into the Chamber of 
London for the use of the Mayor, Commonalty & Citizens’ for a qualified candidate who 
declined to stand if invited to do so. 

And the City saw a wheeze here to pay for the Mansion House. Built to the design of George 
Dance the Elder it cost £75,000.  



From 1754, they began nominating Dissenters or Nonconformists. By the terms of the 
Corporation Act no dissenter could not serve the office - they would need to abjure their 
denomination and join the Church of England from which it (and they) were separated.  

This was an "exquisite dilemna" as one law rendered Dissenters incapable of office and the 
other punished them for not serving. 

Kerching! 

But the City had reckoned without Lord Chief Justice Mansfield, who went on to end 
slavery in the United Kingdom in 1772.  

Allan Evans, a prosperous merchant & Dissenter (he was a Baptist) was nominated and 
fined. He refused to serve and refused to pay the fine. Three years later they nominated him 
again.  

To the Sheriff's Court, then the Appeal Court, then the Court of Hustings, then an appeal to 
the Court of Judges Advocates before finally it came to the House of Lords.  

Lord Chief Justice Mansfield pronounced that if the city relies on the Corporation Act which 
forbade the election of a person who had not satisfied the sacramental test, then the 
defendant (Evans) was not elected and the case against him failed. And if, again, the city 
based its action on its own by-law, of which the express purpose was to secure fit and able 
persons to serve the office, then Evans not being fit and able under the terms of the 
Corporation Act was not punishable for his refusal. Finally, if the city grounded its case on 
the defendant's neglect of taking the sacrament, it should be remembered that the Toleration 
Act had freed dissenters from that obligation and therefore the defendant had not been 
guilty of criminal neglect. 

(3.) The Jews of London (1066-1290) 

Jews first recorded after 1066, money-lenders & skilled craftsmen who had followed the 
Normans over from Rouen. They lived on & about Old Jewry street from 1130. 

But times got tough in the next century and toughest of all for a very visible and prosperous 
minority.  

The Great Synagogue here was burned down in a riot in 1266, killing seven hundred inside. 
Forced after 1275 to wear a yellow felt badge.  

Finally expelled in 1290, when 16,000 left England  

Not until Oliver Cromwell was Lord Protector were they allowed back in 

(4.) Personal Hygiene eighteenth century style  

Life as Lord Mayor was as good as it got in eighteenth century London but we ought to 
remember it was not that good! 

John Boydell, printer and engraver, master stationer (1783), Alderman for this very Cheap 
Ward was Lord Mayor of London (1790). And this was where he washed every day. 



At 5am he would walk down the Ironmonger Lane to work, stop by the parish pump here at 
St Olave Jewry or Upwell, hang his wig on the handle and wash his head in the cold water.  

And afterwards. For many Lord Mayors life was not just a rags-to-riches tale. It was a rags- 
to-riches-and-back-to-rags tale. The Napoleonic Wars after 1793 ruined his publishing trade 
& he died in poverty in 1804. 

Buried here (his monument was moved to St. Margaret’s Lothbury) when the parish ceased 
in 1887 

(5.) The Disappearance of the Five Members (January 1642)  

A divided country. A parliament that refuses repeatedly to do what the executive asks. Fake 
news. A tense stand-off in Ireland. A furious reaction against an attempt to turn the clock 
back and recapture the glories of a past era though lost forever.  

I refer, of course, to the situation prior to the outbreak of the English Civil War in 1640-41.  

The Five Members. We can all name Oliver Cromwell right? But the others? Forgotten. 
Actually Cromwell was not one of them - he comes to fame later. They were the MPs John 
Hampden, Arthur Haselrigg, Denzil Holles, John Pym & William Strode.  

These are Presbyterians who sought the completion for a Protestant Reformation and a 
goodly government headed by a godly King.  

On 4th January 1642, the King sought to arrest them in person in the House of Commons, to 
which by tradition he never ventured. They had fled; “I see the birds have flown”. But flown 
to where?  

Many historians believe to here, to Coleman Street. Then a rough district (full of ‘ancient & 
tumble-down’ properties). And very Puritan, ‘a swarm of sectaries’ – even the pubs had 
preachers (at the Star Inn, Cromwell & his officers would meet). Maybe to one of the many 
Livery Halls that then as now thronged this street. Or the many radical meeting-houses here 
& in Swan Alley.   

Or maybe to a house of a Puritan. Augustine Garland, later a regicide who signed the King’s 
death warrant, lived at No. 80.  Isaac Pennington, Lord Mayor later that year, lived here (he 
was a fishmonger who brewed & sold cloth, later tried for treason & died in prison shortly 
after the restoration) 

And the King? The next morning, Charles I went to dine with the Sheriff, George Garrett in 
his lodgings in Aldermanbury Street just on the other side of the Guildhall.  

Sadly, his meal was not too pleasant, being interrupted by an apprentice who thrust a 
sermon in his hands based on 1 Kings 12.16 “So when Israel saw that the King harkened not 
to them, the people answered the King ‘What portion have we in David? To your tents O 
Israel, now see to thine own’”. 

Hopefully our supper will be less disturbed!  



Pictures 

   

Holbein – the German merchants of the Steelyard         Medieval Exchequer Roll 
           (showing the devil pinching the nose of a Jew) 

  

John Boydell, Lord Mayor (1790)   Speaker & King after the Five Members ‘have flown’ (1642) 


